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What's the difference?

What is a hurricane watch vs warning?

A hurricane warning is issued when the start of the storm is closer for a specific
affected area.

HURRICANE WATCH

According to FEMA, a hurricane watch is issued “when a tropical cyclone containing
winds of at least 74 MPH poses a possible threat, generally within 48 hours.” So a
hurricane watch means an advisory 48 hours before a storm. The National Hurricane
Center’s definition is similar.

Key takeaway: a hurricane watch means that a hurricane is POSSIBLE.

HURRICANE WARNING

Also according to FEMA, a hurricane warning is issued when a storm with winds of at
least 74 MPH is expected to hit a given area within 24 hours. The National Hurricane
Center’s (NHC) hurricane warnings are a little different. It changed its definition in 2010.
The NHC currently issues a hurricane warning 36 hours in advance of the onset of
hurricane-force winds. This change was made to allow people more time for hurricane
preparation to be completed before a storm starts.

Key takeaway: a hurricane warning means that a hurricane IS EXPECTED within a
specific area.



WHAT IS MORE SEVERE: HURRICANE WARNING (ADVISORY) VS WATCH?
According to the National Weather Service a warning indicates that there is a “80%
greater probability of occurrence”. So a hurricane warning (advisory) means that a
hurricane is more likely to happen, and hence, it is more severe.

So what does it mean if a hurricane warning has been issued? A warning (advisory) tells
you that the storm is more likely to happen and that you should start your preparations
if you haven't already.

WHAT ABOUT TROPICAL STORM WATCH VS WARNING?
NHC issues tropical storm watches 48 hours prior to the onset of tropical storm force
winds (39 to 73 MPH) in a specific area.

Likewise, they issue tropical storm warnings 36 hours before the start of tropical storm
conditions in a given area.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

Understanding the differences between hurricane warnings and watches is important
because it helps you prepare for the oncoming storm appropriately. For instance, you
know that a hurricane or tropical storm is more likely to happen when a warning is
issued vs. a watch. If not done already this should indicate that you need to install your
hurricane shutters or storm panels, get the necessary supplies and complete all other
storm preparation activities before the storm starts.
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